
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 14 August 2007] 

 p3876b-3877a 
Mr Peter Watson; Mr Mark McGowan; Speaker 

 [1] 

REGIONAL SCHOOLS - CAPITAL WORKS AND CLOSURES 

348. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Will the minister please inform the house of the true position regarding school closures and capital works in 
regional WA?   

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for his question.  He is an excellent country member, as we know.  Anyone who 
goes to Albany can see what an outstanding job he has done for that community.   
Over the past week, or perhaps in the past couple of years, I have heard remarks from members opposite about 
how this government has been closing schools and reducing the emphasis on school capital works in country 
WA.  I heard it again during question time. 
Mr T. Buswell interjected.   
The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Vasse to order for the first time.   
Mr M. McGOWAN:  I was a bit concerned by that because I thought members opposite might be telling the 
truth, so I had the issue examined.  It turns out that during the 1999-2000 financial year of the last Liberal-
National Party government, the average amount spent on capital works on country schools throughout Western 
Australia was $36 million.  During this financial year of the Carpenter Labor government, the amount spent on 
capital works on country schools throughout Western Australia was $99.3 million - that is, three times the 
amount spent on capital works in country schools throughout Western Australia by the last Liberal-National 
Party government.  I then thought I had better have a look at the issue of school closures.  I therefore looked at 
the figures relating to the time of the Court Liberal-National Party government on the number of schools closed 
throughout Western Australia.  I have here a list of the schools that were closed.  I will give a brief selection of 
where the schools were that were closed throughout Western Australia.  They were at Kununoppin, 
Northampton, Gascoyne Junction, Jerramungup, Moorine Rock, Telfer, Kojonup, Boyup Brook, Moora, 
Pingering and Burracoppin and that is just a selection.  The number of country schools closed throughout 
Western Australia during the course of the Liberal-National Party government was 29.  I thought I had better 
compare that with what we have done.  We have closed 12 schools.  That means 29 as opposed to 12.  I thought I 
had better see how many schools were opened.  The new or replacement schools built in eight years by the last 
Liberal-National Party government throughout country Western Australia numbered seven; the number built in 
six and a half years by the Carpenter-Gallop Labor government is 15.  Therefore, we have built double the 
number of schools in the country that they built when they were in office and we have closed roughly one-third 
of the number that they closed throughout country Western Australia.  There is more to come.  I have been 
touring the state with people such as the member for Roe, looking at the huge improvements we have been 
putting into Liberal and National Party electorates.  We are building one school and have built one in the 
electorate of the member for Vasse.  We want to build him a hospital as well, by the way, which he seems to 
oppose.  That is the true record: the last Liberal and National Party government closed three times as many as we 
have and we have opened twice as many as it did. 
 


